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OBJECTIVE 

Develop cancer diagnostics to determine the response of current drugs and companion diagnostics for 
new drugs that can improve the health and treatment of cancer patients. 



PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Oncotech Inc - Tustin, CA 

" Vice President of Research and Chief Scientific Officer, 2006 to present 

o Plan and manage all aspects of diagnostic development including screening, clinical 

validation, reimbursement, and technology review, 
o Support the sales force in selling our core clinical products to surgeons, medical 

oncologists, and gynecological oncologists, 
o Manage operations of our Pharmaceutical Services Division and support in sales of our 

services to the pharmaceutical industry, 
o Develop and maintain budgets for all four departments under my direction (Research, 

Clinical Research, Pharmaceutical Services, and Pharmaceutical Services Sales), 
o Represented our science, operations, and strategic advantages to the investment 

community. 

o Assisted in the acquisition of Oncotech by Exiqon A/S. 

• Director of Business Development, 2005 

o Evaluated potential diagnostic tests for in-licensing to offer through our CLIA laboratory, 
o Managed operations for Pharmaceutical Services Division and support in sales of our 
services to the Pharmaceutical industry. 

• Pharmaceutical Services Study Director, 2004 

o Planned and executed GLP studies in collaboration with our Pharmaceutical Services 
clients. 

o Wrote master service agreements, work statements, and final reports for our GLP 
studies. 

o Directly sold our services to the Pharmaceutical industry. 

Valeant Pharmaceuticals (formerly Ribapharm) - Costa Mesa, CA 

• Project Leader, 2000 - 2004 

o Identified new targets for anti-cancer therapies, validated their status as a target, and 

designed new cell based and in vitro screens, 
o Designed and validated assays for identifying protein kinase inhibitors as anti-cancer 

compounds. 

o Managed the anti-cancer high throughput screening effort in conjunction with 
Automation Biology and was responsible for the planning of all experiments to evaluate 
hits from HTS. 



o Managed resources and integrated personnel to perform lead optimization on initial hits 

from primary cell based screen, 
o Designed new compounds for testing in cell based and in vitro structure-activity studies, 
o Managed resources and integrated personnel to perform lead optimization on initial hits 

from primary cell based screen, 
o Completed mechanism of action studies and preliminary animal studies on an anti- 

ca n ce r load co mpound. 

o Designed and established clinical trials protocols for an in-licensed Phase II compound. 

ISIS Pharmaceuticals - Carlsbad, CA 

• Postdoctoral Fellow, 1999 -2000 

o Identified potential new cancer drug targets by altering the expression of anti- 
apoptotic proteins with antisense technology to induce apoptosis in cancer cells 
and better understand the death signaling pathways. 

o Designed high throughput screening assays for the effects of oligonucleotides on 
apoptosis. 

University of California San Diego - La Jolla, CA 

• Graduate Research Assistant, Department of Endocrinology, 1994 - 1999 

o Demonstrated that the adaptor protein She can regulate signal transduction 
pathways through differential interactions with other signaling molecules. 

o Designed a series of point mutations in phosphorylation and protein-protein 
interaction sites to test the activity of She in different signaling pathways. 

o Designed, purified, and microinjected a series of recombinant proteins to 
ascertain the role of She in different signaling pathways. 

University of Virginia - Charlottesville, VA 

• Laboratory Technician, Department of Anatomy and Cell Biology, 1990 - 1994 

o Examined the role of protein phosphorylation at the chromosome kinetochore in 

chromosome movement and cell cycle checkpoint controls, 
o Developed several immunofluorescence labeling procedures to detect protein 

expression and phosphorylation on chromosomes, 
o Analyzed the potential role of gamma glutamyl transpeptidase in providing a 

growth advantage to cancer cells and tumors, 
o Optimized media conditions to determine if glutathione could be used by tumor 

cells to gain a growth advantage. 

University of Virginia - Charlottesville, VA 

• Undergraduate Researcher, Department of Microbiology, 1986-1990 

o Designed inducible mammalian expression vectors encoding mutant forms of c- 
sre and assayed their effects on EGF signal transduction. 



OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Membership in the American Association for Cancer Research 



Regulatory Compliance for Biologies and Drugs Course 

UCSD Extension, University of California, San Diego 

- An introductory course to FDA regulations and compliance. 

Service as a Reviewer, Journal of Biological Chemistry 



EDUCATIO N 

University of California San Diego, Department of Biomedical Sciences - La Jolla, CA 

Doctorate of Philosophy, Biomedical Sciences (1999) 

9 Title of Dissertation: "The Roles of the Adaptor Protein She in Mitogenic Signaling" 

University of Virginia, Department of Biology 

• Bachelor of Arts, Biology (1990) 
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Insulin and PDGF-stimulated MAP Kinase activity in 313-11 adipocytes. Molecular Endocrinology 19 (2): 
421-30. 

Ugi, S., Sharma, P.M., Ricketts, W.A., Imamura, T., and Olefsky, J.M. Phosphatidylinositol 3-kinase is 
required for insulin-stimulated tyrosine phosphorylation of She in 3T3-L1 adipocytes. Journal of 
Biological Chemistry: 277(21): 18592-18597. 
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to She and mitogenesis is mediated by different mechanisms. Molecular Endocrinology 13(12): 1988- 
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Biological Chemistry 271(42): 26165-26169. 

Hanigan, M.H., Brown, J.E., and Ricketts, W.A. Gamma-glutamyl transpeptidase, a glutathionase, is 
present in some cell culture grade bovine sera. In Vitro and Cellular Developmental Biology 29A(11): 
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POSTERS. PRESENTATIONS. AND INVITED TALKS 

Ricketts, W.A. October 20th, 2008, San Diego, Ca. A New Diagnostic Platform for Prediction of Drug 
Response Based on Tumor miRNA Profiles. D2D IBC Meeting. 
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SNPs, and Drug Resistance in Human Melanoma. AACR Proceedings 46: 925. 
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Pathways in Cisplatin Resistant Ovarian Cancer. AACR Proceedings 46: 1363. 
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